BUTTERFLIES OF MADURAI CITY, TAMIL NADU
The study was carried out for nine months from August 2000 to April 2001. The butterflies were observed between 0800 hours and 1400hr and were identified following Wynter-Blyth (1957) and Varshney (1997) . A list of butterflies found in different habitats is given in Table 1 .
Altogether 33 species of butterflies belonging to seven families (Tables 1 & 2) have been recorded from Madurai City. Among the families, Nymphalidae was found to be dominant followed by Pieridae, Papilionidae, Lycaenidae and Danaidae. In the urban layout, the housing areas of Doak Nagar, Anna Nagar, H.M.S. Colony, KK. Nagar, Chokkikulam, Pykara, Duraisamy Nagar, S.S. Colony and Railway colony were studied. The vegetation found on the streets, and grown in houses included Hibiscus rosasinensis, Pongamia pinnata, Citrus limon, Jasminum officinalis, Lycopersicon esculentum and Crotalaria spp.
To study the openland habitat, lands left for construction, road side lands and some of the cultivated lands were visited. A systematic list of all the 43 species recorded from the district and a systematic account of the species collected during the current surveys are provided below. The specimens studied are deposited in the faunal depository of the Zooligcal Survey of India, Kozhikode.
The nomenclature followed here is after Fraser (1933, 1934, 1936) and Tyagi (1997).
Systematic list
Order: Odonata Suborder: Zygoptera Superfamily: Coenagrionoidea
